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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the amendment filed 0-24-2006, which has been entered. 
Claims 1-15 are currently pending 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In claim 2, it s not clear as to how the shoe can have 
a cross sectional U-shape at each pair of guides when the guides are upraised from a 
side edge. In claims 3 and 4, it is not clear as to how the guide pieces can alternate 
along the right and left edge portion when claim I recites that the guide pieces upraised 
from a side. Claim 12, is confusing because it is not clear as to how the guide pieces 
alternate along the length of the shoe when they are upraised at a side edge of the 
shoe. In addition, "the first solitary guide pieces" and "the second solitary guide pieces" 
lack antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sate in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 
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4. Claims 1 and 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ferenc et al. (5,71 1,732). Ferenc et al. discloses a tensioner with a blade shoe, the 
blade shoe comprising an arcuate sliding surface (see figs. 6-7), a plurality of upraised- 
guide pieces extending from the sliding surface (see attached drawing) and at least one 
blade spring applying a force to the blade shoe. 

In claim 4, note, as understood the guide pieces a disposed alternately along 
right and left side edges of the sliding face. 

In claim 8, it Is apparent that the shoe has a substantially L-shape cross-section 
at each of the guide pieces. 

In claim 6 and 7, it is apparent that Ferenc et al. discloses the claimed invention. 

In claim 5, Ferenc et al. also discloses the guide pieces are located at least three 
positions, wherein the positions include a starting position where the chain starts to 
contact the sliding surface; a central surface along the sliding face and separation 
position where the chain starts to separate from the sliding face. 

5. Claims 2 and 3, as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ferenc et al. in view of Mott et al. (5,779,582). In claim 2, Ferenc et 
al. do not disclose the U-shape cross section of the shoe and the guide pieces includes 
a pair on opposite sides of the sliding face. Mott et al. discloses a shoe having a sliding 
face and a plurality guide pieces (see fig. 13) on each side of the sliding face and 
upraised from the sliding face, the guide pieces are located such that the form a U- 
shape with the sliding face alone a cross section in order to reduce vibration, to prevent 
lateral movement and lateral bending of the chain during operation. Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the shoe of Ferenc et al. so as to include the extending guides as disclosed by Mott et 
al. in order to reduce vibration, to prevent lateral movement and lateral bending of the 
chain during operation. 

6. Claims 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ferenc et al. in view of Mott et al. (5,779,582). Ferenc et al. discloses the claimed 
invention as in paragraph 4 above, except for a plurality of upraised guides are located 
left and right side edges of the shoe. Mott et al, discloses the shoe (fig. 13) comprising a 
plurality of guide pieces (see attached drawing) located on the left and right side edges 
of the shoe. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify the shoe of Ferenc et al. so as to include a plurality of 
guide pieces on each of the right and left side edges of the shoe in order to minimize 
frictional were of the side surfaces of the belt and to minimize lateral movement of the 
belt and to minimize vibration in the belt. 

In claim 10, Mott et al. discloses the fits and second guides are adjacent each 
other and forms a pair of guides pieces across the lateral with of the shoe. 

In claim 1 1 , it is apparent that the shoe of Mott et al. has a substantial U-shape 
cross-section at the pair of guide pieces. 

In claim 12, note the guide pieces of Ferenc et al. alternate along the length of 
the chain. 

In claim 13 and 14, it is apparent that Ferenc et al. discloses the claimed 
invention. 
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In claim 15, Ferenc et al. disclose the blade shoe has an L-shape cross-section 
at each of the guide pieces. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 1-24-2006 relating to claims 1-9 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. Applicant contended that Ferenc et al. fails to 
disclose a plurality of solitary guide pieces. It should be noted that each of the upraised 
guide pieces of Both Ferenc et al. and Mott et al. is solitary because is being upraised 
individually without being supported at the upraised portion. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Ofnce action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marcus Charles whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7101 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30 am to 6:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ridley Richard can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Art Unit 3682 
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